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Brldge s restoration
nears completion

By WENDY MITCHELL
Staff Writer

MOUNT OLIVET — There were no monster
cranes or dozens of crew members at the senling
in of Johnson Creek Covered Bridge Thursday,
just three men, four jacks and scads of tme.

Everything about the Johnson Creek Covered
Bridge restoration project has been aboui fime.
First proposed in 1995, and begun in 2007, the
1 million praject is inching closer o completion
every day.

On Thursday, despite a drizzle of moisture
which became a driving rain by 10 a.m., Amold
Graion, Don Walker and Ron Gallagher perse-
vered at carefully measuring and adjusting the
miassive structure as they prepared to lower the
main frame of the 131 foot long bridge onto its
new permanent foundation of wood and con-
crele.

Down a littie, up a notch

a little again; the process was not to
be hurried, by man or mother nature.

“We wint the arch to begin to take the weight
first so it disburses (weight) as the rest of il
begins o ouch,” said Graton as he adjusied
chinking and measured the spaces between the
arch beams, cribbing pile and foundation,

Down a little, up a notch or two, down a little
again; the process was not 1o be humed, by man
ur mother niture,

Seemingly oblivious to the weather, water drip-
ping from his hair, Graton.and his crew of two
continued to do whatever was necessary to safe-
ly ease the bridge down from the blocks holding
itup.

For a while, Walker and Gallagher synchro-
nized lifting the bridge with their portable jacks
then reversed the process at Graton’s instruction.

Occasionally Gallagher was sent to the
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or two, down
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portable mble saw to shave o froc-
Lion off & piece of wood so it could
replace another in the cribbing pile.

“It takes time,” Graon said.

Estimating a few hours to com-
plete the process, the bridge was
within five inches of the founda-
tion by 10:30 a.m.

As rmins continwed, the crew
patsed to take a break and allow
Mother Nature rain time  before
continuing wark,

Even through the rain, details of
the original bridge structure were
pluin to see. The massive arches
still contain o lirge portion of the
original wood and on them the
markings of man in the form of ini-
tigls ond a few nomes. Only roned
or damaged pieces were replaced.
Ciraton said,

“We did find my grandfather’s
name carved on 4 piece which was
oo rotted to leave on the bridge but
I saved it” said Buffalo Trice
Covered Bridge Commission
Chairman Steve Donovan,

Muore of the |3 remaining cov-
ered bridees in Kentucky ore in
need of restoration, officials said.

Gruton s lookang forwd 1o pos-
sibly workmy on the Cabin Creck
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A member of the Johnson Creek Bridge restoration team inspects the exposed skeleton of e Sedas

Covered Bridge in Lewis County.
He ok a look at it earlier in the
week.

“If there wus an emengency, it is
that one,”™ Graton said.

Robertson County  and  the
Buffalo Trace arey is beginning to
grow on Graton, who also restored
the Goddurd-White Covered
Bridge in Fleming Courity.

“1 really like working arcund
here: everyvone is so friendly and
helpful,” Graton said.

Cabin Cregk Coversd Bridge is
next on the Buffalo Trace Covered
Brdge Commission wish list. said

Donovan, during his stop (o
observe the brdge lowering
process Thursday.

Kentucky Heritage Council coor-
dinator for the project Patrick
Kennedy also ook time 1o observe
the process and talked to Graton
and Donovan about the Johnson
Creek Covered Bridge project and
the needs of the Cahin Creek
Covered Bridge.

When it is no longer needed in
Robertson County, Graton's steel

‘skeletal truss system in use at

Johnson Creek bridge may be put
into the Cabin Creek bridge to sta-

bilize it until restomtion e o=
begin, officials saud

Those visiting Johnsos Ceed
Covered Bridge in the sexs fow
duys may hear some cresltee
crackling sounds. but those s pa
of the normal scitfing e
Ciraton sanel.

Once settied in place, the moins
fAooring and siding will be pas o
the bridge, he said.
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